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                    FINAL Q+A THROUGH OCTOBER 2, 2026 

 

GENERAL REMINDERS           

1. Professors will be responsible to self-jury their students and only submit the best two projects (2) per 
independently taught class/studio for judging in this competition  

2. All final submittals are to be sent to: design4next@gmail.com  All submittals are due by December 9th. 
3. Submittals must be in PDF format and be no greater than 24MB in file size (no min/max on number of pages) 
4. As a reminder, all student participants must be currently registered as juniors or seniors in their design program, 

5TH year students enrolled into a 5-year Master’s program, or in a Master’s Program where there is no 
bachelor’s degree offered or a master’s program where the students have no bachelor’s degree in design or 
other previous design experience. 

5. Students must submit an entry as an individual, not as part of a team.  
6. All questions must be submitted by October 2nd, and all questions must be submitted to: 

design4next@steelcase.com  
7. Each student participating MUST individually register no later than October 2nd to be considered eligible.  

Students can register by going to this link: STUDENT REGISTRATION LINK 
8. If a student hasn’t registered themselves via the link above and they are submitted into the competition as 

one of the two entries per independently taught class/studio, their project will not be considered eligible; 
therefore, please ensure each student participating registers themselves before the deadline of October 2nd. 
 

(NEW) Q+A QUESTIONS + ANSWERS – Questions submitted through October 2, 2026 
 
Q:  My students are in a class where they are learning about daylighting strategies. Some of them have identified that 
the competition building is overshadowed by taller buildings on the East, South, and West, and have inquired about 
adding skylights or other daylighting strategies to the building. As the brief states, students are not permitted to change 
the exterior of the building.  My question is: Are students allowed to add any daylighting mechanisms to the building 
such as light shelves, reflectors, solar tubes, or skylights? Skylights might be a larger intervention on the building, but 
interior/exterior light shelves would be a minimally invasive addition to an existing building. Any guidance or clarification 
on this topic would be appreciated! 
 
A:  Adding skylights to the roof is not permitted; however, if they wish to add light shelves in a minimally invasive way 
this would be permitted if they choose to do so; however, this is not part of the evaluation criteria for the NEXT judging. 
 
Q:  Additionally, are there any plans or supplemental information on the existing HVAC system? Some have expressed 
interest in modeling the ductwork in their model. My students have asked if a plan could be provided so that they can 
attempt to model the HVAC realistically. Any information on the depth of the HVAC system would help them with 
appropriate clearances when planning their spaces.  
 
A:  We do not have any plans of supplemental information on the HVAC system other than what can be found online for 
the address in an image search.  Your students are welcome to model the HVAC system if they wish; however, please 
note that this is not a requirement for the competition and will not be part of the judging evaluation criteria. 
Here are two images found online that show the existing HVAC. 

mailto:design4next@gmail.com
mailto:design4next@steelcase.com
https://info.steelcase.com/steelcase-next-student-design-competition
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Q:  Is there any existing security in place for the main entrance and/or courtyard entrance such as key card entry, video 
surveillance, or locking gate/doors.  The students are particularly curious about security for courtyard access; is the 
decorative entry gate locking/lockable and if so, how does this work with emergency egress from the courtyard?  Also, 
are the sliding doors surrounding the courtyard lockable? 
 
A:  The students are at liberty to make these decisions on their own if it assists with their concept and design intent as 
well as aligning with their egress strategy and meeting code. They are free to make any considerations here. Provided is 
an image of the gates from inside the courtyard from a google image search; however, please note, this very specific 
gate design is not meant to be repeated as this is very specific to the current occupants.  The student have creative 
license to design these gates however they wish. 
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Q:  We understand that no architectural changes shall occur in the existing courtyard; however, in order to place 
furniture in the courtyard for overall design intent, are the students able to assume their own basic landscaping and 
hardscape layout?  The courtyard has lovely vegetation, but this makes seeing the exact planter placements and the 
hardscape difficult via Google Maps. 
 
A:  Please see three different images of the existing courtyard from a Google image search.  The students should 
consider there are existing trees in this courtyard; however, they may make assumptions on the locations of the 
trees.  Students should also not be overly influenced by the images of the actual condition of the courtyard as they 
should develop their own space and ideas that matches their concept and design intent. 
 

    

 
 
Q:  Is there any staff parking near the building beyond the visible street parallel parking? 
 
A:  Students should assume there is available parking in the area close proxity to the NEXT location; however, it is not 
dedicated parking for NEXT. 

 
Q:  Google images show that the existing window conditions have a variety of casement style windows. Can students 
assume that these remain as functional, operable windows for the project? 
 
A:  Yes, students can make this assumption. 
 
Q:  We understand that the use of AI to generate any drawings or 3D images is not allowed per the official 
rules.  However, students did have a question on utilizing AI to add entourage (people for scale and "life" as well as 
vegetation) into finalized renderings as this is a use of AI that does assist in enhancing the presentation drawings 
without generating the design.  We understand if this is not permissible, but they did want to clarify that point. 
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A:  Per the statement on page four of the (OFFICIAL RULES) document, students may use AI for concept development, 
inspirational images, etc.; however, any use that is shown in their submittal must be clearly cited. Final solutions – they 
actual design of the space – should be original work of the student; however, it can be inspired by AI and should be cited 
as a reference.  Per your specific question, AI would be permitted to add entourage or vegetation withing the final 
renderings as long as they are additive to the original design of the student and any use of these on renderings/images 
provided in the student submission should be cited. 
 
Q:  We have the following questions about the floor-to-floor dimensions, ceiling heights, and whether any mechanicals 
are exposed. 

• First floor 13'-10 to 14-8"  is the 10" difference the floor deck? 
• Second floor 14'-8 to 28'-10" is a difference of  14'-2" for the ceiling height on the second floor 
• 28" - 10" to 29'-10" + 12" difference for the roof deck? 
• Is there mechanical?  Nothing is indicated on the Revit file. 

 
A:  Students should base their decisions on the dimensions provided in the Revit files as all students are working from 
the same information within these design files.  We do not have any mechanical drawings of this space; however, here 
are a few images of the interior ceiling that shows suspended and open HVAC; however, the student are welcome to 
develop this space however they choose to support their concept and design intent. They may leave it open and 
exposed or they could provide drop ceilings and have it concealed or a combination of both.  This is up to each student 
to determine just as they would with any raw space with core and shell only; however, do not be overly influenced by 
what is shown in the images…this is for illustration purposes only. 
 

    

 
 
Q:  Do you think we should submit a question asking whether the courtyard may be fully incorporated into the interior, 
and if so, whether the existing courtyard gate opening may become the primary NEXT entrance? 
 
A:  As provided in the Q+A document we have published, the courtyard must remain as an open courtyard and should 
not be considered as part of the interior space for NEXT; therefore, this would not be a primary entrance.  I have 
attached the Q+A in case the email with this wasn’t received. 
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Q:  It was stated that, " document dated 9/23/2026 we are going to revert this back to a storage room with an exit 
door." Do we have to now comply and keep the door, or can some who have already started designing the layout and 
had the door removed keep it removed and have that room stay as a water closet?  
 
A:  We did indicate we would revert back to this being a storage room because of the discrepancy in the files and 
students already doing their space planning and using that door for egress strategy; however, the same accommodation 
can be made for your students who were also planning with what was originally provided. This is why we added the 
following statement in the published Q+A: “We have also indicated that if this does not align with the student’s design 
intent and if another exit door is necessary to meet code requirements/egress strategy – or if door swings in the NIC area 
need to be configured differently – for the students space planning, another exit door is permitted to accommodate this if 
necessary” because if that door/storage room is being used at the water closet another egress door will need to be 
located.  PLEASE NOTE: this space is considered as NIC and only should be used for egress/exit/entry purposes and the 
“storage” components in this space shall not be considered as any storage requirements that must be met for the 
required spaces in the NEXT program document. 
 
Q:  Should the Courtyard remain open/untouched, other than door placement? May we change the materiality of the 
Courtyard and add outdoor furniture to it? Is the Courtyard allowed to be a Wildcard space?  
 
A:  Please see the attached Q+A we distributed where this has been answered; however, there should be no 
architectural changes but materiality changes are acceptable.  Yes, outdoor furniture can be added.  Please see page 14 
of the attached Q+A regarding (dated 9.25.26) the courtyard as the wildcard space. 
 
Q:  Can the monumental staircase be located outside in the courtyard? 
 
A:  Per the response in the attached Q+A, it cannot be located in the courtyard. 
 
Q:  Can we add sky lights to the roof? 
 
A:  Skylights are not permitted. 
 
Q:  Can we build on the roof and use it as an outdoor/additional space or Wildcard space? 
 
A:  Per the response in the attached Q+A, the roof is considered Not in Contract. 
 
Q:  Are we allowed to add any smart windows/doors/energy savings technology to the building? 
 
A:  As long as the window locations, shape, and size remain the same, students are free to do this if they wish. 
 
Q:  Does the Loading dock door at the back of the building included in the floorplan as well as the area to place the 
dumpsters? If so, this back alleyway is where deliveries should be happening correct? 
 
A:  Assume yes. 
 
Q:  Can the new North East door be utilized as a primary entrance? 
 
A:  The main entrance should remain in the location we have indicated. 
 
Q:  Can we assume that the windows can be film treated? 
 
A:  Yes. 
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Q:  I know this answer says it is an exit door for the Northeast door, but can it also be used as an entry for Reception. (A: 
This is actually an exit door at the Northeast corner of the building facing Oak Ave. that was inadvertently omitted from 
the NEXT drawings and the location is in the Northeast Corner of the building. This door should be added back to as built 
condition of the site. This shows the location based on what we received from the current occupant (see attached) as 
well as an image from Google of the location of the door.) 
 
A:  The primary purpose of this door location is an exit (or entry) for NEXT employees; however, it would remain locked 
and assume it has card access or something alike.  This location should not be considered as the main entrance location. 
 
Q:  I have read the Q&A through September 25, 2026. I would like clarification on the following:  

1.  Room C – Water closet was reverted back to a storage room with an exit door.  Would the students be able to 
use the layout below, since under FBC Sectio 10156.2 a required egress cannot pass through a storage 
room.  Exception would be in a Mercantile occupancy and this is a Business occupancy.  

 

 
 

2. Previous document states that the south staircase is completely enclosed and the North one is open and that 
students are free to lease as is or enclose both or leave both open.  Yes, per FBC stairs can be left open if they 
meet the following so it would all be up to individual design meeting the following requirements. (Judges should 
be aware of these too especially if they are not familiar with FBC) 
 

Open "Fire Stairs" (Exit Access Stairways) 
ALLOWED, subject to limitations on travel distance and number of exits. 
Because your property is a two-story, fully sprinklered building, you do not automatically need fully 
enclosed, fire-rated stair shafts for every floor connection, but they are subject to strict conditions: 

• Exit Access vs. Exit Enclosure: An "open" stairway is technically classified by code as an Exit Access 
Stairway (FBC Section 1019) rather than an enclosed Interior Exit Stairway. 

• Sprinkler Multiplier: In a Group B occupancy equipped throughout with an approved automatic 
sprinkler system, FBC Section 1019.3 allows an open stairway to connect a maximum of two stories. 

• The "Catch" – Travel Distance: When a stairway is open, the exit path doesn't "reach safety" until the 
occupant steps outside the building. This means the entire length of the open stairs (measured along 
the slope of the treads) must be counted toward the occupant's total Exit Access Travel Distance 
and Common Path of Travel. 

• The Math: For a sprinklered Group B building, your maximum allowable travel distance is 300 feet. If 
an employee on the second floor can walk through the office, down the open stairs, and out the exit 
discharge door in under 300 feet, the open stair is legal. 

• The 50% Rule: Keep in mind that per FBC Section 1006.3, a building of this size will require at least 
two distinct exits. If you choose to enclose one stairwell to guarantee a protected exit path, note that no 
more than 50% of your total required exits can discharge into the main open lobby or interior floor area; 
at least one must lead directly to the exterior. [1, 2, 3, 4] 

https://www.miamidade.gov/building/library/2023-fbc-changes-building-flooding-structural.pdf
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/FLBC2023P2/index
https://codes.iccsafe.org/s/FLBC2023P1/chapter-10-means-of-egress/FLBC2023P1-Ch10-Sec1006.2.1
https://www.thebuildingcodeforum.com/forum/threads/fire-stair-egress-office-building.31570/
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A:  The assumption shall be made that the stairways meet all code requirements and as we have stated if a student 
desires to add an exit door to meet their egress strategy they may do so. We will ensure all judges are aware; however, 
it should be kept in mind that these areas are within what has been stated as NIC (Not in Contract); therefore, these 
areas will not be part of the judging evaluation – they will focus on what the students design for the in contract areas 
and meeting the required spaces in the program. 

Q:  Are there specific behaviors or workplace experiences the design should encourage? 

A:  This is left up to the students interpretation based on the content provided in the (2026 Contest Overview + 
Program) document found in the Resource section of the NEXT website.  NEXT website 

Q:  Are employees assigned to individual workstations, shared desks, or a combination? Are the 35 open workstations 
supposed to each be assigned to a specific employee, or are they flexible workstations, and what department are they 
for?   

A:  This is left to the interpretation of the student; however, we have provided the departments and number of 
employees for each department in the program document mentioned above.  

Q:  Which departments require specialized spaces or different workplace environments? 

A:  This may be determined by the student based on the responsibilities for each role provided in the program document 
and to meet the student’s concept and design intent. 

Q:  Are there differences in how executives, managers, and general employees use the workplace? 

A:  The assumption should be made that all employees will move throughout the NEXT spaces during the work day 
based on their departments and job functions.  We have indicated some specific departmental spaces and spaces 
available to everyone in the program document. 

Q:  What are the company's primary goals for bringing employees back into the workplace, and what problems should 
the design solve? 

A:  We have provided many resource pages in the program document and the students can use these to inform their 
concept and design intent based on their interpretation. 

Q:  How much freedom do we have in selecting products, finishes, and furniture outside of Steelcase? 

A:  If the products selections are from a furniture manufacturer, they should be made from the variety of Steelcase 
brands and partner brands that can be found on the Steelcase website. Textiles can be open line.  If a student wishes to 
create a custom solution it is permitted; however, it should be done minimally. 

Q:  How will the judges evaluate the balance between creativity, functionality, workplace strategy, and aesthetics? 

A:  Please review the judging criteria provided in the (2026 Contest Background and Judging Criteria) document provided 
in the Resources section of the NEXT website.  NEXT website 

Q:  What distinguishes a strong NEXT submission from a conventional corporate office design? 

A:  This is up to the panel of judges to determine based on all the submissions received and evaluating them against one 
another. 

https://www.steelcase.com/about/information/architects-designers/next-student-design-competition/
https://www.steelcase.com/about/information/architects-designers/next-student-design-competition/


 

                                                                                                                                                          NEXT Student Design Competition 2026 8 

Q:  Are there any specific sustainability requirements applicants must meet? 

A:  None stated; however, if this is part of the student’s design intent they should lean into it and explicitly state how 
they are achieving it. 

Q:  Are there any energy constraints that exist for the building? 

A:  Assume there are none. 

Q:  Are we allowed to modify or redesign existing Steelcase products? 

A:  No.  

Q:  How much freedom do we have to define the identity and culture of the clothing brand? Are there specific 
characteristics that we should include in the design? 

A:  This is left to the interpretation of the student based on their concept and design intent. 

Q:  Page 5 mentions that students can assume the building is using mechanical shades. What do the mechanical shades 
look like? 

A:  Students can determine this themselves. 

Q:  In the NEXT overview, it says that the brand targets a younger demographic. What does it mean by younger 
demographic? 

A:  This may be interpreted by the student to match their concept and design intent.  Generally speaking, younger 
demographic could mean 15 years to 24 years. 

Q:  Which departments need to work most closely together? 

A:  This can be left to the student’s interpretation; however, I would suggest the students research this type of company 
and what departments would typically work closely together. 

Q:  Which departments need the most collaboration space? 

A:  Follow the guidance provided for the required spaces. 

Q:  Should visiting consultants have a dedicated area or work within departments? 

A:  This can be determined by each student based on their concept/design intent. 

Q:  How much visibility should there be between departments? 

A:  This should be determined by the student based on their concept and design intent. 

Q:  What are the required deliverables for this project, like how many and which drawings, renderings, diagrams, and 
schedules? 

A:  Please review the (2026 Contest Background and Judging Criteria) document provided in the Resources section of the 
NEXT website as well as the projects we share on the NEXT website that show the work of last year’s winner and four 
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semifinalists; however, these should be for inspiration only and not heavily influence a students design intent as we 
want to see their original work/ideas represented.  NEXT website 

Q:  How is the square footage divided between the two floors and what are the floor-to-floor heights? 

A:  This should be determined by the design files we provided on the NEXT website in the Resource section,. 

Q:  Which existing conditions shown on the provided floor plan need to stay, and which interior walls, doors, ceilings, 
MEP elements, etc. can be modified or removed? 

A:  Please review all published Q+A – including the final Q+A document that will be published later today. 

Q:  As we have to be mindful of diversity with design, is there anything specific regarding physical and mental conditions 
we need to focus on or is it strictly general? 

A:  Assume nothing specific, follow general code guidelines. 

Q:  In the brief it mentions how professionals expect shorter working hours and a better work-life balance, how many 
work hours average a week for this company? 

A:  I would assume an average of 40 to 45 hours for most employees and consider the majority of the NEXT employees 
would be on salary, not hourly. 

Q:  And what’s the range of hours of operation for this space? 

A:  Assume traditional office hours (8am-5pm or 9am-6pm) for normal operating hours. 

Q:  How many employees should the headquarters accommodate, and what departments/functions should be 
represented? 
 
A:  Please review the (2026 Contest Overview + Program) document found in the Resource section of the NEXT website 
as this information is provided there.  NEXT website 
 
Q:  Can we use google images of the site for the presentation 
 
A:  Yes. 
 
Q:  Is there a ceiling height limit 
 
A:  Dimensions should be determined from the design files provided. 
 
Q:  Is there any limitations with the sprinkler system 
 
A:  Assume no. 
 
Q:  Are we allowed to hang fabric from the ceiling if so what are the limitations to this 
 
A  Yes, if this meets the students design intent and meets code requirements. 
 
Q:  Are we allowed to reference and show images of artists that have inspired our designs 
 
A:  Yes, please cite the references/images. 

https://www.steelcase.com/about/information/architects-designers/next-student-design-competition/
https://www.steelcase.com/about/information/architects-designers/next-student-design-competition/
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Q:  Could you please circle the entrance? It still wasn't clear with the images you provided. 
 
A:  Please review the published Q+A as this has been referenced a few times. 
 
Q:  Are the backrooms that were in the revit file the bathrooms 
 
A:  Yes, in the NIC areas.  This has also been referenced in the published Q+A. 
 
Q:  Just to confirm there’s a total of three stairs. The two included in the revit file and the monumental one. 
 
A:  Yes. 
 
Q:  Can you please upload the revised revit file with the finalized doors? 
 
A:  The final revit file is loaded on the NEXT website as this is what we received from the current occupant of the actual 
building.  Any assumptions on the door locations shall be made by the students by reviewing all the published Q+A 
where this has been addressed. 
 
Q:  Layout size: we have checked previous winners and the size of their projects. There doesn’t seem to be a consistent 
size. Several range in the 11 x 17 format, but even at that size, viewing the plans would require some zooming. Since 
there is no layout size given, are students allowed to determine the format size, even if it might not be a standard size? 
 
A:  Yes; however, as indicated in the resources provided and the professor call with best practices, the user experience 
of the judges reviewing on their own device/screens should be considered. 
 
Q:  Exits: there’s a lot of conversation about the egress and because the stairs and back exits are marked “NIC.”  What is 
the recommendation for the south exit? Our students would like to unmark that exit and use it as a 2nd means of egress, 
by switching some door swings.  That seems to be logical for the project while maximizing space. Is that allowed and 
would they have to describe that in a design statement or will the judges be informed as to all of the options regarding 
egress? We don’t want the students to be penalized for using the existing building layout. 
 
A:  Yes, as mentioned in the published Q+A, students can determine their egress strategies using the current available 
exits and/or providing additional if needed and the judges will be informed accordingly. 
 
Q:  Front stairs: The front stairs are marked NIC, but show up in the Revit files. They may also show up in renderings 
depending on layout. Is this allowed if clarified that it is not the Monumental Stair? 
 
A:  Yes, both stairs (front and back) are in the Revit files and there is nothing wrong with those being in any renderings; 
however, the only (required) rendering of the stairs is the monumental staircase they create for the space and that 
staircase should be labeled/clarified accordingly. 
 
Q:  HVAC building systems: How much of the building system is required if students choose to use exposed ceilings? 
Generally students renderings/designs would be conceptual, working in practice with Mechanical Engineers. 
 
A:  The building systems are not part of the evaluation for the judges and this can be left to the interpretation of the 
student whether they show exposed ceilings, place in dropped ceilings, etc. 
 
Q:  The door you are referencing from the storage room - can we call that room an exit vestibule instead of a storge 
room, and eliminate the interior door, just keeping the exterior door?  Since code will not allow one to egress through 
an intervening space (and the doors in series are also too close together to be allowed for egress), this would be helpful 
and allow this exterior door to truly be used in the egress strategy. 
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A:  Yes, this is permitted for the door in the NIC area.  However, as stated, we are going to instruct the judges there will 
be multiple egress strategies and they are not to evaluate anything in the NIC areas for judging purposes. 
 
Q:  The door we are putting back in place (on the front street façade of the building) is not far enough away from the 
door to reception to count as an egress door (it does not meet the 1/3 rule), but it does help avoid dead end 
corridors.  Since this was supposed to be part of the base model, may the instructor update the base file so all students 
have the same base conditions, or should students individually update this door? 
 
A:  This is up to you, either is acceptable; however, I think the idea of the instructor updating the file so all students are 
working with the same conditions it a good idea…it will make it easier for your program to evaluate and select your top 
submissions if they are all working with the same strategy. 
 
Q:  Is the generation of the skyline to be used beyond the building envelope (for renderings which look through 
windows) an acceptable use for generative AI? I have currently instructed students that AI use is prohibited for any part 
of this project. 
 
A:  Yes, this is permitted.  As we have indicated, AI is not restricted for use it should be used minimally, to inform their 
concept and/or inspiration but not used for their final design solutions.  However, AI use for skyline – which is exterior to 
the NIC areas and not part of the design solution is permitted and should be cited.  A consideration for exterior skyline 
would be to get the view correct (ie: a view from a first or second floor of a building – not from an upper floor in a high-
rise building as an example. 

Q:  Monumental stair/ramp: May the required monumental stair instead be developed as a 1:8 sloped circulation and 
social space, assuming the required square footage permits it? This would not serve as the ADA-accessible route; 
accessible vertical circulation would continue to be provided by the elevator. 

A:  Yes, this is permitted if this meets the students design intent and does not interfere with accommodating all the 
required spaces in the program and it must meet code requirements and you can assume the elevator works for vertical 
circulation. 

Q:  Ground-floor niches: May students carve out portions of the ground-floor interior to create semi-enclosed niches or 
smaller spatial conditions within the larger floor plate? 

A:  We are unclear of your intent; however, no wall that touches the exterior or outdoors may be altered. 

Q:  Double-height spaces / floor openings: May students remove or carve out portions of the second-floor plate to 
create double-height spaces that extend through both floors—for example, a double-height Town Hall or Work Café? 

A:  Yes, this is permitted as long as it meets code – the assumption shall be made that it is structurally sound to do so – 
and you can still accommodate all the required spaces for the program. 

Q:  Mezzanines: Are students permitted to introduce mezzanines within the second-floor volume? 

A:  Yes, this is permitted as long as it meets code – the assumption shall be made that it is structurally sound to do so – 
and you can still accommodate all the required spaces for the program. 

Q:  Can the brand be accessories, not clothing? For example, hats + belts; or shoes? 
 
A:  No, the first paragraph of the client profiles states it is a clothing brand. 
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Q:  While maintaining Entrance A as the primary building entrance, may the existing courtyard-side door function as a 
secondary entrance for public programming/community-oriented events? 
 
A:  This may be permitted as a secondary entrance door that would be lock controlled by NEXT; however, entrance A 
must remain at the primary entrance. 
 
Q:  May the interior courtyard be considered part of the operational program and programmed for activities such as 
community events or outdoor workspaces? 
 
A:  Yes, this could be designed to support community activites and or provide a space for someone to leave their primary 
workspace and work outside for a period of time; however, the courtyard should not be used to accommodate the 
required spaces in the program document…these must be accomplished in the interior and the courtyard could be 
considered as an extension of those spaces; however, not part of the SF requirements for those spaces. 
 
Q:  The provided plans show six existing single-user restrooms within the area designated NIC. If students’ plumbing 
fixture calculations, based on the occupant load derived from the provided program, indicate that additional fixtures are 
required, should students design additional code-compliant restrooms within the project area, or should they assume 
the existing restrooms adequately serve NEXT for purposes of the competition? 
 
A:  The students may consider the existing restrooms provided in the NIC area are code-compliant and sufficient as we 
don’t want them spending valuable time on designing an additional bathroom for this purpose. However, if a student 
wishes to add another bathroom in the (in-scope) areas to meet a specific concept or design intent they may do so but it 
should to support their concept, not meeting code. 
 
Q+A QUESTIONS + ANSWERS – Questions submitted through September 25, 2026 
 
New clarification for all programs. It has been identified that there was a discrepancy between the PDF and the Revit 
file regarding an exit door on the South side in the NIC area.  The exit door was inadvertently left off the PDF; however, 
is shown on the Revit file which was communicated in the Q+A published on 9/23/2026.  We have learned that many 
students have block planned accordingly and were using this exit as part of their egress strategy; therefore, in the space 
that was designed as (room C – water closet) in the diagrams shared on the document dated 9/23/2026 we are going to 
revert this back to a storage room with an exit door.  Below shows how the door is shown in the design file: 

 
We have also indicated that if this does not align with the student’s design intent and if another exit door is necessary to 
meet code requirements/egress strategy – or if door swings in the NIC area need to be configured differently – for the 
students space planning, another exit door is permitted to accommodate this if necessary.  Please note, this would be in 
addition the door that is being added on the Northeast Corner – per the prior published Q+A – as well as the door 
mentioned above. 
Q:  Regarding the change to the North façade and addition of the exterior egress door on the Northeast corner that was 
omitted, we are asking if this door could remain a fixed window if an alternative location for an egress door is identified.  
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A:  Considering this door is actually in the current built condition by the occupying tenant, also as shown by Google 
Earth, and identifying it was inadvertently switched to a fixed window from the exiting door in error when the revit file 
was being built from a CAD file and scrubbed to base building core and shell, this door should remain in place.  As we 
mentioned in the published Q+A, if an additional exit door is needed to accomplish code compliant egress, they may add 
the door in a location of their choice to facilitate their design intent and meet code. 
 
Q:  Are we able to split up the print/storage room, into two separate rooms/floors?  
 
A:  Yes, this is permitted as long as the requirements are met for these spaces. 
 
Q:  Are students allowed to use one of the fire stairs as their monumental staircase?  
 
A:  No, the students should design and incorporate a new monumental staircase in a location of their choosing based on 
their design intent for the space they are creating. 
 
Q:  Can the stated square footage requirements for CEO, COO, and conference areas also include staging or lounge 
space outside of the formal space? Or is the square footage requirement for the enclosed office and conference space 
only? 
 
A:  If the students design the offices and conference spaces to meet the SF requirements and they wish to include a 
staging or lounge space outside of these spaces to meet their design intent, this is permitted if this is the direction they 
wish to take while meeting the SF requirements in the program. 
 
Q:  Since the stairs to the north can be open, and this is a prime location, can this be the monumental stair in the space? 
If so, can students redesign the stair to fit with their design intent? We assume the new design will be code compliant.  
 
A:  No. We want the students to identify a location to design and incorporate a monumental staircase that is 
independent of the fire egress stairs and they can locate it anywhere that meets their design intent and it needs to be 
code compliant. 
 
Q:  Can the Wild Card designated square footage be broken down into smaller components and distributed throughout 
the proposed space? 
 
A:  Considering the Wildcard space is left completely up to the students interpretation and we have not provided a SF 
requirement, yes, this can be done; however, since this space is specifically something that is receiving evaluation and 
points by the judges, they would need to clearly communicate how they have addressed and distributed the wildcard 
spaces and how it benefits the NEXT team. 
 
Q:  Can the Wellness Rooms be broken down into smaller components - i.e. individual pods - and distributed throughout 
the proposed space? 
 
A:  If the requirements for these spaces are met and does not exceed the SF allotment for these spaces, this could be 
done if this meets the students design intent. 
 
Q:  Can video screen be suspended from ceilings?  
 
A:  Yes, assume this is possible. 
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Q:  In your recent Q&A, you indicated that the north stair is open and the south stair is enclosed, and that the south stair 
enclosure has been confirmed by the current occupant. However, this is not reflected in any of the provided 
documentation (Revit model or PDF). On the first floor, the south stair has no enclosure or door. On the second floor, 
the stair is completely open, including the run up to the roof access. 

• Could you confirm whether the south stair is open, as shown in the Revit model, or enclosed? If it is enclosed, 
we will need additional documentation indicating the wall and door locations, as well as the egress path from 
the building. 

• Could you also confirm that students are not required to enclose either stair, but may do so if they choose? 
 
A:  As we have stated in the published Q+A, the existing occupant of the space being used for the NEXT competition 
indicated the north stair as open and the south stair enclosed as their current built condition; however, we have 
recognized there is now a discrepancy when the revit file was scrubbed and returned to the assumed base building core 
and shell.  Therefore, given this, and the codes for Florida that we provided, students are at liberty to leave these both 
as open, make both as enclosed, or a combination of both to meet their design intent for the space and they can provide 
the necessary door locations and swings for egress as necessary.  However, as a reminder, technically, both of these 
areas are in the NIC areas but we recognize this must be determined for egress strategies and spatial planning of the 
workplace. 
 
Q:  There also appears to be a discrepancy between the program and the available square footage in the building shell. 
The Revit model shows 12,800 usable SF. The program includes 6,075 SF, and assuming a 25% efficiency factor adds 
approximately 1,500 SF, for a total of roughly 7,575 SF.  

• Can the remaining 5,225 SF be allocated as additional space for any of the program requirements, including new 
program elements? 

• Or is the expectation that this square footage be used entirely by the wildcard space, the content studio, and the 
product review room at the student’s discretion? 

 
A:  We provided a much more generous circulation percentage than 25% to provide the students ultimate flexibility as 
well as knowing a monumental staircase would also be added within the space and eliminating USF.  The students are 
welcome to make their wildcard space any size they wish that meets their design intent and provides for the needs of 
the NEXT occupants and how they organize and lay out the required spaces is left to their discretion. 
 
Q:  Thank you for referring me back to your September 14 email. I now understand that A is the designated main entry 
into NEXT and that B represents architectural swinging gates providing access to the interior courtyard without 
entering NEXT. 
 
There is one aspect of the plan that I am still having difficulty interpreting spatially, and I want to make sure I provide the 
students with accurate information. 
 
We understand the intended function of B; what we cannot determine from the supplied floor plan is its architectural 
configuration. 
 
If B provides independent access from the exterior to the interior courtyard without passing through NEXT, could you 
please clarify the physical circulation path from B to the courtyard? On the plan, we cannot identify a corridor, passage, 
or opening connecting the east exterior side at B to the courtyard. 
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This is important for space planning because any independent passage would necessarily have a location and width and 
would affect the usable floor area and adjacencies along the east wing. If the route from B to the courtyard creates an 
independent passage through that wing, it appears that it could separate the area near A from the remainder of the east 
wing. Could you please confirm whether that is the intended condition? 
 
If possible, could you provide an enlarged floor-plan detail, marked-up diagram, photograph, or other visual showing: 

1. the exterior → B gate → courtyard circulation route; and  
2. the main entry at A, since Steelcase has confirmed that A is the NEXT entry but the actual door/opening is 

difficult to identify on the supplied floor plan.  
 
A:  Regarding the courtyard access and the circulation, the area highlighted in yellow is the open air courtyard that can 
be accessed through the gates that were identified in location (B) as shown on the published Q+A.  The area highlighted 
in green is the interior space of NEXT on the first floor.  This shows that a person could enter/exit the courtyard through 
the gates without entering the interior of NEXT.  Regarding your question about access from the east side, please note 
that the door shown with the red circle is a door that enters the courtyard as well as numerous sliding doors around the 
perimeter of the courtyard. 
 

 
 
Q:  Can students determine how much of the second floor they open for their monumental staircase? For example, 
making a large opening to connect the floors visually? 
 
A:  Yes, the students can determine as much space as they wish for the monumental staircase as long as all the required 
spaces are accomplished as well as all codes met. 
 
Q:  Can students design a monumental ramp in lieu of the staircase? 
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A:  Yes, the students could choose to do this is they as a monumental ramp versus a monumental staircase if they 
choose to do so as long as all the required spaces are accomplished and all codes are met. 
 
Q:  Can additional openings from the 1st to 2nd floor be added? For example, a floor cut out with a surrounding railing for 
visual connection. 
 
A:  Yes, this is permitted as long as all the required spaces are accomplished and all codes are met. 
 
(Prior) Q+A QUESTIONS + ANSWERS – Questions submitted through September 23, 2026 
 
Q:  Looking at the reference image below, it looks like a post-tensioned flat plate system, with the core located along 
grid lines C, D, E, 3, and 4. Are there any structural constraints we should be aware of if we want to cut an opening in the 
2F slab for a monumental staircase?  

 
A:  For the purposes of the NEXT competition, assume there are no structural constraints in cutting through the slab for 
the staircase; however, all codes and restrictions must be considered for the staircase. 
 
Q:  Stair Enclosure vs. Provided 3D Model: in the previous Q&A, it was noted: "the assumption is that these are already 
enclosed for fire-rated egress as a base building as well as these areas are within the NIC areas." However, as shown in 
the attached 3D model, both existing stairs are currently modeled as open. 

1. Question: Could you clarify if the students are expected to design the fire-rated enclosure for these stairs within 
their scope, or should we instruct them to assume these are completely enclosed by the base building design? 
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Q: Exit Discharge and NIC Boundary Conflict: if we treat these enclosed stairs strictly as Not In Contract (NIC), we run 
into an issue with the Exit Discharge. As illustrated in the attached floor plan, enclosing the stairs within the NIC area 
seems to cut off the exit discharge path to the exterior. Question: To resolve this continuous egress path, how should 
the students proceed? Should they design a new emergency exit/doorway to resolve the discharge?  Or should they plan 
an egress route that crosses outside the designated NIC boundary? 
 

 
 
A:  It appears from your drawings shown from the revit files provided that these are not drawn as enclosed for fire-
rated; therefore, we have confirmed the actual as built condition from the current occupier of this space.  The stairs to 
the North are open.  The stairs to the South are enclosed.  Under the Florida Building Code, you can leave a stairway 
open and unenclosed between two stories, provided specific design and sprinkler conditions are met.  Given this, our 
recommendations will be students can leave them as is with one open and the other closed, both open, or both 
enclosed.  The students can choose whatever strategy best supports their design intent.  The students should design a 
code-compliant egress strategy that meets their design intent and if this requires an additional exit door to be added or 
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if the path crosses outside the designated NIC boundary, this shall be permitted for this purpose as long as all codes and 
regulations are met. 
 
Q:  For the interior egress stairs that are part of the base building area, one stair is shown as enclosed and the other is 
open on one side.  The enclosed stair does not indicate where doors are located.  Will these door locations be provided, 
or is their location up to the designer’s discretion? 
 
A:  The door locations can be determined by the student if the location they choose meets all codes and requirements; 
however, remember, technically, this area is NIC for the purposes of the NEXT competition. 
 
Q:  The Steelcase privacy walls are 10'-0" high, but the ceiling heights are higher than this.  How should students address 
the difference in height between the top of the Steelcase walls and the ceiling? 
 
A:  This would be a design decision just like all prior NEXT competitions.  Students can either place a drop ceiling where 
the Steelcase wall system can connect into a suspended drop ceiling or they could create a header, etc.  I see you 
reference Steelcase Privacy wall; however, please note that that is a first-generation wall product and there are much 
newer options available from Steelcase like our newest system, Everwall ( Everwall link ); however, the students are free 
to use whatever they choose. 
 
Q:  Google Earth and Street View images indicate that there is an existing door on the front corner of building that opens 
directly onto the sidewalk.  In the pdf and Revit model, this door is shown as a fixed window.  For this project, are we to 
assume that this door has been replaced with a fixed window? 

          
 
 
A:  This is actually an exit door at the Northeast corner of the building facing Oak Ave. that was inadvertently omitted 
from the NEXT drawings and the location is in the Northeast Corner of the building.  This door should be added back to 
as built condition of the site. 
This shows the location based on what we received from the current occupant (see attached) as well as an image from 
Google of the location of the door. 
 
 
Q:  In the REVIT file, on the 1st floor there appears to be an exterior door from the bathroom.  Can you please confirm 
the accuracy of this door location?    Also, this is not shown on the PDF floorplans. Please see images below. 
PDF floorplan 

https://www.steelcase.com/products/modular-walls-sound-masking/everwall/
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REVIT floorplan and 3D 

 
 
A:  Please disregard this door location as that is incorrect and should not be there.  Please remove it from your plans and 
we will communicate that to all programs with the published Q+A. 
 
Q:  On page 28 of the program, only 38 total workstations are listed. Should students stick with that count or the 39 on 
page 29? 

 
  
A:  Sorry about the confusion here.  What is stated on page 27 and 28 is accurate.  There are 39 employees who will 
occupy NEXT with an additional four spaces for visitors.  There are a total of 34 occupied workstations for NEXT 
occupants, four Private Offices, and one reception station for a total of 39 before counting the additional four 
workstations for visitors.  The count for workstations is incorrect on page 29 – it should say 34 workstations + 4 visitors 
(38 total). 
Q:  I had a question to contribute to the Q&A from a student. I looked in the rules to locate this, but a few students were 
curious if there were any rules about adding windows to the exterior walls as needed to supplement interior space? Or 
is that not allowed at all, with no alteration to the exterior walls whatsoever? I know they are not to move or alter the 
doors or walls, but was curious about additional windows.  
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A:  The exterior of the building should be maintained with the windows as provided in the program; therefore, no 
additional windows should be added. 
 
Q:  Could the window frames and mullions be changed? Specifically, can the existing bright orange frames and mullions 
be replaced with finishes/colors of our own choosing? We would keep the location, overall dimensions, and 
configuration of all windows exactly as they are. 
 
A:  The finishes of the window frames and mullions may be changed to any color the student chooses.  As you have 
indicated, the windows themselves (shape, size, location, etc.) should not be altered. 
 
Q:  There appear to be several sliding doors around the courtyard. Are there any parameters about maintaining access 
to every sliding door or could some of those be changed to fixed windows? 
 
A:  The sliding doors should be maintained as shown. 
 
Q:  In plan, there is a second door into the space beyond the courtyard gates. That door doesn’t appear in photos found 
online of the actual building.  Is that door "real" for our competition purposes and expected to remain/be used in it's 
current location? 
 
A:  Assume the drawings are accurate for this door and it should remain. 
 
Q:  The students have done the codes research and know that they need 2 means of egress from the building. This 
would suggest that we need to add another door to achieve this code requirement, unless the door referenced in the 
question above serves as that second means of egress. If not, can we insert another egress door somewhere to meet 
this requirement? 
 
A:  We have identified that there is a an additional exit door that was inadvertently eliminated from the drawings. This 
will be shown in the Q+A we will publish and I will be sending this later tonight (before next Monday) to help inform the 
students of the necessary information. If this doesn’t resolve egress and if an additional door is required for codes, it will 
be permitted. 
 
Q:  Can you clarify the spaces not in scope at the back of the plan? We assume 2 or 3 of those are individual restrooms, 
then mechanical, elevator, etc…but clarity would be appreciated there even though we understand they are not part of 
the design challenge. 
 
A:  Please see this diagram and assume these are the rooms that for the NIC areas on the South end.  Please note, we 
view some of these door swings to potentially be an issue; however, considering this in the in the NIC areas, the 
students do not need to concern themselves with changing them if that takes time away from them designing what is in 
scope. 
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Q:  We also see an exterior exit door out of one of the NIS rooms at the back of the plan? We assume that’s from a 
mechanical space or something and NOT meant to be a primary means of egress for occupants (since it’s exiting from an 
enclosed room)? 
 
A:  This would not be a primary means of egress. 
 
Q:  Is there any flexibility to move the entry door into the first floor?  
 
A:  The entry door should remain as is. 
 
Q:  Is it ok to add a door into the courtyard adjacent to the main entrance? 
 
A:  Please note there are multiple sliding doors into the courtyard from the occupied space and those should remain as is 
with no additional door added. 
 
Q:  Can the courtyard be covered? 
 
A:  The courtyard should remain open. 
 
Q:  Can the roof space be used? 
 
A:  The room should be considered NIC. 
 
Q:  Can we redesign the courtyard? 
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A:  We are unsure what you are asking.  If you mean redesigning architecturally (size, shape, entry, etc.) that may not be 
permitted.  However, if you are referring to what may be placed inside of the courtyard without making any changes to 
the physical structure, that is permitted. 
 
Q:  If the monumental staircase is placed in the courtyard, may it be accessed directly from the second floor? 
 
A:  The monumental staircase should not be placed in the courtyard, it should be designed within the interior space 
 
Q:  Are we permitted to add interior doors on the first and second floors? 
 
A:  We will be sharing a Q+A document tonight that shares the information about doors.  Any existing exterior entry 
doors should remain as is. If the doors you are referring to are in the NIC area, they should only be added for egress 
strategy; however, considering this space is NIC, we wouldn’t advocate much time spent on this. 
 
Q:  Are there instructions for locating and activating the Steelcase plugin in Revit after installation? Autodesk indicates 
that installed add-ins generally appear on Revit’s Add-Ins tab, and Steelcase provides SmartTools for Revit through the 
Autodesk Marketplace. Autodesk · Steelcase 
 
A:  Once installed from the Autodesk marketplace, it will appear in the top ribbon here:  

 
There is nothing else that should need activating as long as the user installed for the correct version of Revit. Until the 
update coming next month, 2027 Revit will not work as ours will not appear in the Add-ins tab if they are looking for it 
there on the 2027 version of Revit.  We are currently waiting on Autodesk to approve our latest v1.2 of the plug-in and it 
should be released in early October at the latest. 
 
Q:  Are the restrooms code complaint and if not, do they need to be updated? 
 
A:  Assume they are code compliant and not in need of updating, especially since this is in the NIC area. 
 
Q:  Can the courtyard walls/doors be modified? Can students use the courtyard as enclosed, conditioned, habitable 
office space? 
 
A:  The walls/doors/windows should remain as is and the courtyard should remain as is as an open space. 
 
Q:  Can students change the materiality of existing elements, such as stairs, windows, etc? 
 
A:  Materiality may be changed; however, architecturally they may not be changed. 
 
Q:  The last Q+A stated that the fire stairs are fully enclosed as shown in the pdf floor plan, yet the model shows them 
open. Under the Florida Building Code, you can leave a stairway open and unenclosed between two stories, provided 
specific design and sprinkler conditions are met. Can students open one of the stairs to use as their monumental stairs 
as long as they meet code-compliance for fire-safety?  
 

https://help.autodesk.com/cloudhelp/2026/ENU/Revit-Installation/files/GUID-4159B7E9-3AFF-4474-8E86-35A4547AB084.htm
https://www.steelcase.com/steelcase-smarttools-for-revit/
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A:  We will be providing guidance to all programs that they can leave the stairs open or enclose them as long as all codes 
are met and the assumption will be made that all sprinkler conditions are adequate for their design decisions. 
 
Q:  Where are the doors to the fire stairs? 
 
A:  Please see the guidance on a Q+A document we will distribute tonight (ahead of schedule) due to the many 
questions about stairs, courtyard, etc. 
 
Q:  There is a column on the top left of the second floor; is this correct, should it be on both floors? Attached is a 
screenshot of the column that is not shown between floors but only on the second. 
 
A:  We are unsure of what this is; therefore, we are suggesting it be removed from the drawings and the assumption will 
be made that the existing columns on grid are sufficient for structural integrity. 
 
Q:  Code compliance is a requirement of the project, but the base building does not contain two means of egress that 
achieve the required distance between exits (remoteness of exits – approximately 14’ - is less than 1/3 of the diagonal of 
a sprinklered building, and also less than ½ the diagonal if the building is considered non-sprinklered).  Is there intended 
to be an exit at the rear of the building near the restrooms / elevator / stair?  If so, are the students responsible for 
locating this exit, or will the location of this exit be provided in a subsequent update? 
 
A:  The assumption should be made that the building is sprinklered appropriately throughout the building.  If an exit is 
determined to be needed to meet code and aligns with the students egress strategy, the student may determine where 
to place this exit.  Please note, we will be sharing information later tonight with all the Q+A and it will show there is an 
additional exit door on the front Northeast corner of the building that had been inadvertently eliminated and the 
students should add this back before determining if an additional exit door is needed for egress. 
 
Q:  Is it acceptable to enclose the existing stairs in some way? Since the front stair and rear stair are both open, some 
students are entertaining the thought of enclosing them in order to place greater emphasis on the required additional 
communicating stair.  Is this acceptable? The reasoning is that multiple open stairs in the space may create confusion or 
appear visually cluttered. 
Front stair as provided in base Revit model:  Rear stair as provided in base Revit model: 

                            
 
A:  The assumption should be made that the building is sprinklered appropriately throughout the building.  If an exit is 
determined to be needed to meet code and aligns with the students egress strategy, the student may determine where 
to place this exit.  Please note, we will be sharing information later tonight with all the Q+A and it will show there is an 
additional exit door on the front Northeast corner of the building that had been inadvertently eliminated and the 
students should add this back before determining if an additional exit door is needed for egress. 
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Q:  Can the presentation be a larger scale and without the title block, to allow for a better scale of plans? Is there a limit 
to the “sheet size” if the file size is maintained? If a larger scale is used and side to side scrolling is needed, is that 
problematic? 
 
A: This is permissible; however, consideration should be made about the user experience of the judge reviewing the 
presentation and if they will need to physically move their mouse side to side and up/down to see the content in 
total.  We have seen this done in the past – as if it was a digital version of their project boards from studio and we have 
found that judges do not prefer this format and things may be missed as you are leaving it to the liberty of each judge to 
move themselves versus viewing an a page.  I suggest having your students review the formats of the presentations we 
have shared from last year’s winner and four additional semifinalist as these formats were all received very well by the 
judges; however, I’d only use the size as inspiration and not be overly influenced by their style…each student should set 
their own mood/style based on their concept and design intent and convey that visually. 
 
Q:  In our code review, there should be a 2nd egress in the building based 1/3 of the diagonal distance because the 2 
existing exits are too close to each other. Occupants may not be permitted to exit through a Shipping/receiving room. 
Can we add a second exit opposite the main entry next to the Shipping/receiving room? 
 
A:  If an exit is determined to be needed to meet code and aligns with the students egress strategy, the student may 
determine where to place this exit.  Please note, we will be sharing information later tonight with all the Q+A and it will 
show there is an additional exit door on the front Northeast corner of the building that had been inadvertently 
eliminated and the students should add this back before determining if an additional exit door is needed for egress. Also 
of note, students should make the assumption that the NEXT is fully sprinklered throughout the space. 
 
Q:  We received several questions about the location of the main entry door.   
 
A:  See below.  (A) with the red arrow indicates the main entry into NEXT.  There have been questions about the doors 
shown where I marked a (B) below with a dashed line.  Please know, these are not standard doors, these are 
architectural swinging gates that allow the interior courtyard to be accessed without entering NEXT and the same for 
exiting.  Students may use their discretion on the design and materiality of these gates. 
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Q:  Additional questions have been asked whether the interior courtyard can be used as the wildcard space.   
 
A:  The answer is yes; however, if this is the design decision your students wish to make please note that this is a nice 
amenity specific to this building with provides a lot of natural light and view of natural elements and anything designed 
as a wildcard space should be something everyone that works at NEXT can access and benefit from.  Considering we are 
now allocating points for the wildcard space, consider how this would be creative and unique. 
 
Q:  The program says the CEO and COO need to be in close proximity to each other and their teams.  Which teams work 
under them? 
 
A:  Disregard the “their teams” reference.  The CEO and COO, as well as their Executive Assistant should be in close 
proximity to one another; however, they do not lead any of the teams; therefore, they do not need to be close to any 
specific team.  The Executive Assistant works with these two executive leaders.  Sorry about any confusion this may have 
caused. 
 
 


