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Designing for Large Stelelcase’sl research also showed that‘, vvhile‘ large
. . active learning classrooms are one solution to increase

ACtlve Learnlng effective learning, there are many other models to

Classrooms consider—including flipped classrooms, math emporium
classrooms and lab/project rooms with online lectures.
These models are some of the solutions that balance

While attempting to optimize the learning environment, teaching with space and technology, and should be

education leaders are recognizing that traditional lecture considered as schools address learning effectiveness

halls, while efficient, might not always support highly and efficiency in their campus plans.

effective learning. The long-term relevancy of traditional
lecture halls has also come into question, with various
models, including MOOCS and flipped classrooms,
leveraging technology for lecture capture. While these

) ) models accommodate large classes, it’s possible they
Active learning encourages students to take

a hands-on approach in the classroom, developing
useful problem-solving skills for everyday life. effort to better understand the support needed to address

don't effectively engage students in active learning. In an

this tension, Steelcase Education conducted research
around the design of large active learning classrooms.
Through a mixed-methods research approach, Steelcase
Education developed design principles for instructors
and institutions to learn from as they implement large
active learning classrooms as a solution.
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designing for large active learning classrooms



Design Principles

From social engagement to content interaction
to instructor support, consider the following design

prinCipleS | deSigning a Iarge ) ' . '
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Different Spaces
for Multiple Modes
of Learning

Today’s media-rich yet hands-on classroom
experience requires spaces that support movement,
technology and multiple modes of learning in

Flexible, Technology-Enabled and In-Between spaces.

The following design considerations can be used
to inform plans for large active classrooms.

For additional planning ideas, please visit
Steelcase.com/planningideas.

M Technology-Enabled Classroom
B Flexible Classroom

B In-Between
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Technology-Enabled
Classroom

Technology is an integral part of students’ lives
and because of that, a vital tool in large active learning
classrooms. Thoughtful integration is key when designing

tech-enabled spaces that support the learning process

and don’t create barriers for students or instructors.

Using ecological principles to maintain
conditions necessary for the continuation
of present day e on earin.

L TR

Enable technology to equally @ Provide teaching assistants
represent remote learners and with tall tables in the corners
instructors as though they were of the classroom, so they can
another face at the table. see and be seen.
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Divect = owfmin—» Execute.

vaEoLT

@ Provide clear sight lines to
digital and analog content from
every seat in the classroom,
while making technology easily
accessible for the students.

Applied
Ecology

Using_eoological principles to maintain

y for the.
of present day life on earth.

Student Capacity Room Size

75

46' x 50' = 2,300 ft?

Lounge settings can be added
in small niches and corners,
providing alternate places to
focus or collaborate.

Square Feet per Student
31 ft?
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FEATURED PRODUCT
Verb™ Active Media Table
Verb™ Whiteboards
Campfire® Half Lounge
Campfire® Big Table
Campfire® Slim Table
Campfire® Skate Table

Node™

Brody Footrest
ScapeSeries Table
Verge™ Stool
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Student Capacity Room Size Square Feet per Student

In flexible large active classrooms, students have the
112 46' x 60' = 2,760 ft* 25 ft?

Flexible Classroom

freedom to transition between learning modes, move
around the space and share content in a variety of

ways. With high volumes of activity, it’s important these
spaces are carefully designed to support the learning of
60+ students, even in an ever-changing environment.
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Provide varied furniture and
seating options that subdivide
the classroom and prevent a
sea of chairs, while also allowing
students to choose a seat
based on personal preference.

Provide swivel seating that
encourages visual connection
to the instructor and physical
movement, and allows for
quick modal switching.
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Movable power access at
each table ensures flexibility
for students and instructors.

Maximize the space by utilizing
perimeter whiteboards for
collaborative idea generation.

FEATURED PRODUCT

Node™

Verb™

Verb™ Whiteboards

Thread Power Distribution System
Campfire® Big Table

Move™

Scoop by Turnstone
V.LA.

a® CeramicSteel Flow

APPLICATIONS



In - Between Learning happens before students walk into the

classroom. Front porch and in-between spaces serve

as study and gathering places before and after class,

so it’s important they’'re designed with learning in mind.

@ Provide open views to the Create a more porous
classroom with glass, but classroom by pushing content
control visual privacy onto hallway monitors.

as needed with varied opacity.
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Divergent Plate Boundaries

Provide digital and analog
tools for students to connect
to before and after class,
to encourage collaboration.

Niches with comfortable
furniture provide students
with places to study along
the circulation path.

FEATURED PRODUCT

Verb™ Standing Height Table Scoop by Turnstone
Verb™ Whiteboards Move™

Campfire® Big Lounge V.LA.

Campfire® Big Table

Lagunitas™ Lounge by Coalesse

APPLICATIONS
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Call 800.333.9939 or visit SteelcaseEducation.com

f  facebook.com/SteelcaseEducation ¥  twitter.com/SteelcaseEDU youtube.com/SteelcaseTV
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