
Xi’an Liangjiatan International School (XLIS) and Steelcase 
Education embrace active learning to create an environment
where students thrive.
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Balancing digital access with human 
connection is essential for students 
today. Even in a cyber age, tactile 
learning has immense value. Steelcase 
Education solutions ensure that 
analogue learning tools are still close 
at hand. Verb whiteboards, small dry-
erase whiteboards, are not only ideal 
for personal use and group work, but 
they help encourage more introverted 
students to share their ideas, too.

Studies by UCLA show that taking 
notes longhand, rather than by 
typing, can improve conceptual 
understanding and comprehension. 
Doodling and sketching are part of the 
creative trial-and-error process and 
the chance to engage with a lesson 
or subject in a way that feels natural. 
Campfire paper tables provide writable 
surfaces and notepads that liberate 
students to express themselves and 
productively connect with one another.

TACTILITY 
AND TECHNOLOGY

ATTRACTING AND 
RETAINING TALENT
Bringing a syllabus to life requires a 
dedicated and passionate teaching 
staff, who are productive and feel valued 
for their contributions. Teachers need 
bright, open, flexible classrooms that 
help them enjoy their work while best 
serving the needs of their students.

XLIS moves away from the traditional 
staffroom, where each teacher 

Hosting meals that are as healthy for 
the mind as they are for the body; the 
cafeteria is relaxed and informal, with a 
variety of settings for groups of different 
sizes. Modular furniture and bar-height 
stools and tables echo modern and 
inclusive dining environments and 
help to develop social soft skills in 
another uplifting, friendly space.

has their own desk, to a teachers’ 
lounge—an oasis of comfort, 
connection and focus. The lounge 
provides a range of settings for casual 
connections, peer-to-peer coaching 
and access to work tools, enabling 
an international team of educators to 
find their personal productivity flow.

HARMONY WITH COMMUNITY
Liu and the team at XLIS are united 
in the belief that a school needs to 
work in harmony with its community. 
XLIS embraces both Chinese and 

international cultural values; the school 
regularly holds events and activities 
that celebrate diversity. Liu sees 
this appreciation for both local and 
international culture as critical, “Our 
world is increasingly connected. XLIS 
students have the opportunity to 
develop a global mindset, while also 
deepening their appreciation for the 
city that is their home—Xi’an.” This 
philosophy and approach have 
shaped XLIS as a leader in inclusivity 
and active learning and are part 
of Liu’s vision to contribute to the 
positive development of the city. 

Liu’s priorities are clear, “As principal, 
the most important thing for me will 
always be making sure our campus is 
safe. But the second-most important 
thing is that our students are happy, 
healthy and enjoying their school 
life. I’m proud to say that, through 
our shared values and vision, XLIS 
and Xi’an will be home to many 
happy students for years to come.”


